again placed on helper and suppressor T cells and soluble factors. There are also chapters on IgM receptors, on B-cell subpopulations, and the effects of hydrocortisone on T-cell subpopulations.
The final section of the book deals with in vitro B-cell function in various clinical conditions, mainly immunodeficiency and autoimmune disorders. In relation to clinical problems, concern was expressed over the possibility of potential artefacts when using in vitro systems and the danger of extrapolating from measurements on one cell population (usually peripheral-blood lymphocytes) to the body as a whole. However, in some systems, clinical disorders were apparently reflected in abnormal lymphocyte responses, and further work in this area should lead to a clearer understanding of these disorders at the cellular level.
The book contains 2 interesting chapters by Moretta et al. on the functional characteristics and clinical relevance of T-cell subpopulations, but unfortunately the position of these chapters has been reversed, so that the paper on clinical relevance is found in the section dealing with regulation of B-cell activation.
This book provides useful reading for those interested in human lymphocyte subpopulations and their in vitro activity. This small booklet in the technical report series of the UJICC is a welcome update to the previous edition and a very useful addition to the already existing manual of clinical oncology. The text is a compilation of both data available in the literature and information from unpublished sources, incorporating the experience of the authors, who are all experienced clinical oncologists. As an introduction to the subject of cancer chemotherapy, the scope of this volume must be without parallel, but it should be emphasized that this is an introduction and should only be used as a complement to an integrated clinical course in oncology and the recent literature in the various subjects.
There are two major drawbacks to a publication of this sort. The first is the necessarily didactic nature of the work, which the authors have attempted to overcome by stressing, within the various subjects, the present areas of controversy. In addition there is a useful list of recommended publications for further reading at the end of the volume, which should provide a useful introduction to the available literature. The second drawback concerns the rapidly changing approaches to chemotherapy which any author in the field must face when contemplating a text of this kind. This requires much work and frequent additions and the authors are to be congratulated on the production of this second edition, with early publication after their series of recent meetings.
This text can be recommended without reservation to all trainee clinical oncologists, whatever their therapeutic specialty, and will prove to be particularly valuable to those who are starting their period of postgraduate training.
H The chicken has been in the fore of tumour virus research since 1911 when Rous established his famous eponymous sarcoma, and the inany discoveries made in the avian system fully justify the present status of the chicken as an honorary mammal! In recent years avian tumour virology has been in a ferment of activity as the powerful techniques of molecular biology have been applied to an analysis of the virus-cell relationships worked out in the 1960s.
This book, which is the proceedings of an ICREW-EMBO workshop on avian RNA tumour virus research held in Pavia in 1977, provides an excellent review of the subject. Many of the papers, while presenting recent findings mainly of interest to the specialist, also provide valuable introductions to their topics which will interest the more general reader who wants to know more about the impressive discoveries that have been made in avian tumour virology and the farreaching new concepts that have stemmed from these.
The 28 papers, presented by many of the leading workers in the field, cover viral morphology and virus-cell relationships, viral genome, genetics and transfection, and expression of viral genes. Several contributions are particularly noteworthy: J. M. Coffin describes the oligonucleotide mapping of viral RNA and its use to compare the genomes of endogenous and exogenous RNA tumour viruses. No one yet knows the origin and function of the non-oncogenic endogenous viral genomes present in virtually all chickens and transmissible either as genes or infectious virions. Their ubiquity suggests that they are normal cell constituents, perhaps playing a role in cell differentiation, and yet they are closely related in structure to oncogenic exogenous tumour viruses. This book contains papers presented at the 2nd International Symposium on therapy of acute leukaemia, held in Rome at the end of 1977. It attempts to present an up-to-date review of the management of acute leukaemia. The papers are grouped under a number of headings, including classification, therapy of acute lymphoid and non-lymphoid leukaemia, treatment and prophylaxis of CNS disease, supportive care, maintenance therapy and treatment of blast crisis of chronie myeloid leukaemia.
Many of the papers are repetitive and the quality of the data presented varies greatly. This requires the reader to be highly selective in the papers he reads, or a lot of time will be wasted on the full 887 pages. This book will therefore be useful for readers sufficiently experienced in the management of acute leukaemias to sort the wheat from the chaff, but it is not recommended for non-specialists.
